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PROPOSAL 
METHOD ad MANNER 


MEMBERS of the Houſe of Commons. 


In a Diatocus between PHILO-ANG LUS 
EQUITATIUS, on EncLand's preſent Danger, it's 
future Happineſs : And on an Equitable Election of the Houſe 


Publiſh'd by EquiTaT1vs, at the Requeſt of PmrLo-ANGLvs, 
with the Approbation of many impartial Gentlemen, 
Lovers of Truth, Equity, and Public Tranquility. 


worſe ; and the ſaoner they are abrogated the better. 


All for the good old Way, and waſk in it, and ye ſhall find Reft for your Souls. 
— Let us not ſay, we will not walk therein. Jer. vi. 16. ver. 13. to 29. 


Laws and Cuſtoms that were originally Good, ought to be perpetual and duly 
obſerv d and obey'd. But if Bad, Pfal. xcvi. 20. the longer they continue the 


No Uſe, or Cuſtom, ought to plead Preſcription in a bad Cauſe. 


What cant't be done by the Body of the People united in Concert to carry any 
Hg Point of great Importance, in an amicable Manner, without Riots or rebellious 
Fuſurrections, as the late Election of the Prince of Orange was in general. 
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DIALOGUE 


P HI LO- ANG LUS 


EQUITATIU.S, e. 


Lo- ANGL US, (who lately dy d) was a 

Gentleman of good Eſtate, and a hearty Well- 

JD || wither, not only to England, but to all Man- 
kind, and a free Contributor to the Public Good 
>H {| pecuniarly ; but avoided having a Hand in Pub- 
== lic Affairs, perhaps out of a Diſtruſt of his own 
Sufficiency, being of a timorous Nature. | 
e B | Eguitatius 


de 


= ” (6) 


Bee W/equally © Well-wither te Mankind, and of a 
more _aCtive Spirit, and greater Fortitude, and Preſence of 


| f Mind, in time of n= had x made a greater eden 
| into public Affair s. \> 


Their Diſcourſe, on 8 — Topic, began | faſt Winer 
on P's being frighted, at the French Threats to ors us with 
ſixteen or twenty Thouſand Men; on which he fighed, and 
ſaid to E. (they being together alone) Oh ! when will EN G- 
LAND be erer, % HAPRY. 1 -r” 


1 "to which E. reply'd, Sts, ſince wot defion my Opinion, 1 
it will give it you, both — and 3 


* * 89 * * 


If | As to the preſent French pulling: Threats of invading us, 
| I * it not, but defpiſe it, They dare not, they cannot do 
it. We, with our Allies ſhall fill their Hands too full of 

| | Buſineſs elſewhere ; tho' I doubt we ſhall not exert ourſelves 

. fo far, as to turn the Scale theoughly the next Campaign. But 

[ I hope we fhall not make a bad Peace, for that will but 

1 prepare the Way to worſe Evils, and make us leſs able is 

il bear them, or to extricate oürſelves o out of chend. 1 

| SS We nd our Allies are under a Diſadvantage, in that an: 
| | | Army entirely. under one Head, can be. more alert than ans 

ga ggregated Army, under many Heads; and all of us gene- 

| rally are governed. by. that ill Policy, of beginning a War 

1 | 1 which is the Cauſe of it's long Continuance 
| | G great Loſs, and double and treble Expence ; it may be 

| vaſtly more ; and want of good. Succeſs, and of a good Peace 

j at laſt, We . our Lord and Saviour's 1 wiſe Council, 


given. 


= 


(9) 
n us for good Ends, Luke xiv, 31 Cha xi. 
2 Frenc uſe it for evil Ends. Sony 39 * 


Our ey Subſcriptions, and the thirteen Regine raiſed 
in a ſhort Time in 1745, ſhews what we are able to do, if we 
would exert our Ability: And every Pound given in Time 
would fave Ten or Twenty in the whole; compared with the 
Load of Debts brought upon us by Delays, and keeping the. 
Money in our Pockets, or to * Lands, at the Hazzard of 
being taken from us by our — and entailing the Load of 
Debts on our Poſterity, it may be for TWO hundred Vears 
before it is 6 77 clear d. 

But they indeed can is it very well 1 bs out ch 
| Money to the Public from Eight to Fourteen per Cent. and 
ever fince get vaſtly by — — thoſe — to the 
general Detriment of the Kingdom, | 


And thoſe Subſcriptions ſhows. how ſoon at well, the 
Nation might be effectually ſerv'd, by a pecuniary Equitation” 
TOO in IE to the Rank and Ability of every Man. | 


But indeed our greateſt Danger of Ruin, is from 2 F 
another Way; and not ſo much on Party- Account, as from ill 
Policy, and being built on a ſandy Foundation, and Mountain 
of Corruption; and not on a firm a well eſtabliſtr d. Rock 


of Equity. 


P. How Sir, ©: can E be a better 8 1 a Le- 
Saba conſiſting of a King, Lords and Commons ? 5 


E. Not if the Commons were built up, and well fixed on 


an equitable Foundation; and not on a rotten one, near falling 
to. De | 
. 


4 * re eee 


P Ions noe ap. eg 


P. I apprehend you find fault, with what you cannot mend, 
and it is a dangerous thing to alter Foundations; and what 
you ſay will breed Diſcontent, and may bring you into a 
Eremunire. . 1 1 


E. 1 acknowledge Sir, it is not in my Power, to mend what 


is amiſs; but it may, and ought to be mended: And I hope 


my freedom of Speech will not be thought a Crime, nor give 


Offence: As what I offer for Approbation, tends only to 


prevent our impending Ruin, and to promote and eſtabliſh 


our Safety, Tranquility and Happineſs. 


P. Sir, you and I have been long acquainted, and I have 
had a greater Reſpect for you, than for any neighbouring 


Gentleman. But I think I cannot agree with You in altering 


our Foundation: However, pray explain yourſelf, and then 
III tell you my further Thoughts of that Matter. | 


E. It ſeems very plain to me Sir, that Equity is the only firm 
Baſis to fix upon. And I look upon it not only a want of Equity, 
but dangerous to the Government, and Governed : That we 
have thirty-nine more Members of the Houſe of Commons, 
in the twelve Counties on our South Coaſt, from Eaſt to Weſt, 
than in all England beſides. — And thoſe twelve Counties pro- 
duce” more Wool, than all the reſt of the Kingdom; and lie 
beſt for clandeſtine Trade, and do furniſh our moſt inveterate 
Enemies with our Wool for Wine, and not for Money. And 
our Wool is as the Vital Blood of the Nation: And our chief 
Treaſure given to our Enemies. When by our Manufacturing 
it at Home, our Enemies muſt be forced to buy a great Part 
of our Woolen Manufacture of us; which would employ a 
great abundance of induſtrious Hands, and greatly enrich us, 
and impoverith our Enemies; and by both, enable us to protect 

| 4 ourſelves, 7 


(99 
ourſelves, and to make thoſe Enemies very nere to us, 
and peaceable with our Allies. | ; 


But as the Caſe now ſtands, and hüllt the ral Counties 
that gain by the Nations Loſs; have fo great a Majority in the 
Houſe of Commons, and live and act as lawleſs Lords, over 
the reſt of the Kingdom ; ; and keep them as Slaves to their 
Tyranny: Equitable Laws can never be expected, or the 
Nation enjoy their native Property, and political Life's Blood, 
our Wool ; but let it goto enrich and ſtrengthen our Enemies, 
and! im poveriſh and weaken ourſelves. | 


And is it not very unequal to have Forty Four Members, 
* a County that has but one, or few good Towns in it, and 
Thirty Four for another County, that has but few good 
Towns, and Twenty Six, and Twenty in others; and to . 
but Four or Six for ſome. other wealthy Counties, that have 
more good Towns in them. Strict Equity ought in Juſtice 
to be obſerved in all Things; and there is no other good 
or firm Foundation, in Government and ſocial Happineſs, 


And is it not very. Impolitic, as Jeu as unjuſt, to have 
many ſmall and poor Towns, have each Two Repreſentatives in 
Parliament, and many wealthy and large Towns none ? And 
ſuch as pay very largely to the Support of the Common Wealth, 
to which the ſmall U are rates b e Penſioners, 
than Benefactors. 


Nor is that all that is bad in it, for chöſe ſmall Towns have 
many Wr ent Voters that are made poor, by being brought to 
a Habit of Idleneſs and Drunkenneſs, by the Candidates, to 
the Hap ad the Money of their Families, and the Kingdom 
too; e Money they get, tor Voting i 18 {like to Many 

Sailors 


0 100 
Kor Pay) feldom put in their Pockets, but ſpent i in Alchouſes, 
which keeps them from working tiff all is gone, and they 


can't get any longer traſt for Liquors, - Ecach Party become in- 
veterate 1 to one another, uſeing the moſt impious Im- 


precations, and profane Gods Holy Name, uarrel, fight, 
wound, main, FR diſable Men to N and ſometimes kill 
one another. 1 


os it not dads mean for albania Candidates, to bes 
* pray the poor Wretches that have Votes, kiſs the Dirty, 
drunken Drabs, their Wives; and fuffer themſelves to be ill 
treated by. them, by the Sots their Huſbands ; and FE ſuch 
Practices, become ſcandalous to the whole World. 


P. Iacknowledge Sir, the Caſe is ſcandalous, ruinous ** 
deplorable; but I think there is no Remedy, or that the 
Attempt will be worſe than the Diſeaſe. There has been 
many Acts made for near Sixty Vears paſt, beſides ſome for 
Three Hundred Years paſt, to prevent that Evil, and all have 
proved in effectual. 


E. Ves Sir, and if they go on. fora Md Years mor 
in fame Track of Elections all their additional Clauſes 21 
prove in effectual, and fixing on a firm. R is the Wy 


Cure. 


P. Altering the ancient Wunde of Sts, have abel | 
them to Anarchy and Ruin, and may do ſo by ours. 


E. That Sir, has indeed, been ſometimes the Caſe, but 
not always; for we have many Inſtances of bad Foundations 
of States being removed, and new ones being layed ; that have 
proved very good, and made unhappy Nations very happy. I 

at 


( . ) al 

what I propoſe, is not changing the whole Foundation, nor any 
Part of it intirely ; but only mending one Part, in ſuch Parts of 
it as abſolutely want mending ; which may be done without 

Riots, or Convulfions in the State. But not without altering 

one thing previouſly, that is abſolutely neceſſary. And that 

is, to be ſo wiſe and honeſt in every County, as we have lately 

been in ſome; in having all their Eſtates regiſter'd, and all 

Lands forfeited, that are not fully and equitably regiſter'd, by 

their Rent-Rolls, and Tenants Receipts: - And on this juſt 
Foundation to levy our Land Tax equitably. 


Had this been done at firſt, at Three Shillings in the Pound, 
when it was rated at Four, and that, and other neceſſary Taxes, 
been given in OFober, that were Poſt poned to April or May, 
or once, if not more till June, and prevented our timely Pro- 
ceedings againſt our Enemies, and made us to go on flow and 
weak Handed, and forced us to borrow Money at 8, 10, 12 
and 14. per Cent. or we might have conquered our Enemies in 
a ſhort Time, and kept the Nation free from Debt. But in 
many Places, Men payed but for a Part of their Eſtates, and 
at 6, 8, 10 12, to 18 Pence in the Pound at moſt, and do fo 
ſtill, to the great Increaſe of our publick Debt, and to our 


Inability to maintain the War with Succeſs. — And the falſe Plea 
for paying leſs in remote Parts of the Country ; ought not to 
be admitted ; for the Members are but a fmall Number of Men 


of Eſtates in each County; and their Charge in travelling but 
a Trifle, compared with the Cheapneſs of their living at Home, 
where 500 J. per Annum will do more than 1000/7. per Annum 
in and near London. And many of them live upon the Lon- 
don Members, or on thoſe that live near it, all the Time of 
the Seſſions. | ; * 


And 


to prevent fraudulent Conveyances) it woul 


happy till then. 


69 


And OLE "17% ying chat 13 Markets make Rents better 
paid, in and near London, than in remote Parts, i is a falſe Plea; 

tor as London is a Market to all England, (and in Part to Scot- 
land) ſo all England js a Market to London. And every Market 
and Fair in the moſt remote Parts, ſend Beaſts, Sheep, Hogs, 


and Horſes, Grain, Cheeſe, Butter, Sc. to London, by Land 


and Water, and London Money pays for them, which enables 
them to pay their Rents, as well as in London. | 


And by that Means, and the Cheapneſs of Providons 


they are as able to pay Four Shillings per Pound, as Lan is 
to pay but Two Shillings in the Pound. 


And if all Eſtates were regiſtered faithfully res debe 


advance the 


Value of Lands, Sc. and the Land- Tax equitably paid by 
the Regiſters, Elections might be equitably and peaceably 


made, and all Counties have Voices in Parliament, by the 


Repreſentatives, in Number, equal to the Money they pay 


to ſupport the Government; and we ſhall then be built on 


the Foundation of juſtice, and England will not be ſafe and 

But then the Building, (i. e.) our Elec- 
tions muſt not be made by ee and Quarrelling, 
and Fighting, Bribery, and Perjury, as now it is, to the 
Diſhonour of God, and the * e and n * 


the Nation. 


P. This is Time for talking of Evils to We . but 
how it ſhall be effectually remedied, ſeems impoſſible to me; 
eſpecially in the main Point, the Article Bribery and 


54 ad 


E. There 


(\ xg: } 


E. There is one Way to do it effectually, and but one to 
which no juſt and reaſonable Objection can be made; and 
that is to Elect by Balloting ; I know an Objection has been 
made to it. v/2. We the Candidates, can't then know our 
Friends from our Adverſaries, and ſo not know to whom to 
be grateful :---But inſtead of this falſe Plea, no Man ſhould 
offer himſelf a Candidate; and no Man that has not a clan- 
deſtine Deſign in, or vain Pride, will offer himſelf to undergo 
the Fatague and Trouble, at the vaſt Expence in Elections, 
that now is uſed, to the great weakening their Eſtates; and 
Impoveriſhment of their Families. And inſtead of Gentle- 
men offering. themſelves, to be at a vaſt Coſt and Trouble, 
and thank the People for it: The People ſhould conſider and 
ballot for ſuch Gentlemen as they know, and think them to 
be the fitteſt Perſons to repreſent them in Parliament: And by 
a fit Agent humbly requeſt thoſe Gentlemen to do them the 
Favour to be their Repreſentatives : And ſuch Gentlemen as. 
decline it ſhould previouſly give Notice of it : And the People 
in every Pariſh, . with their Miniſter and Pariſh-Ofticers, in 
the Church ſhould pray for God's Direction and Blefling, and 
there ballet for Agents to act for them, at the County Cour, 
and there in their Name and Behalf, Sallot for ſo many Mem- 
bers, as is proportion'd to the County Payments to the Pub- 
lic, and give their Ballots to the Juſtices at the Quarter-Seſ- 
ſions, to be publicly opened by them, and be written in Co- 
lumns, under the Names of thoſe Gentlemen for whom they 
vote, and each Juſtice have a Book as the Commiſſioners of 
Lottery- Tickets, as a Checque ; and if they pitch upon more 
than needs, they ſhould reduce them to thoſe that have moſt 
Votes; and if they do them the Favour to repreſent them, 
they ought moſt humbly. to thank them for it. 


D | P. I 


: 
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P. I have heard your new Propoſals Sir, with Attention; 
< i I think it as impoſſible to take Place az to remove a 


E. Sir, there will be no Impoſlibility or Difficulty in it (if 
as in good Policy they onght to do) each County and Town, 
and Pariſh, do-loyally, dutifully, and moſt humbly petition his 
Majeſty to ſend Writs of Election for County Members only, 
and proportionably, as they pay moſt conſiderably to the Sup- 
port of Government; and none to be elected for any Towns: 
For except every Town elected, it would be partial, as it now is; 
and if they did, it would be too great a Number. | 


And indeed, as Members are not now elected of the Towns- 
Men, and paid by the Town, for their Charges in repreſent- 
ing them, as was formerly done ; but that Gentlemen of great 
Eſtates, are now, and none but ſuch ought to be elected; it is 
certainly moſt equitable that no Members ſhould be elected 
for any Towns, but a proportionate Number for each 
County only, according to its Extent and Wealth; and not 
in riotous Aſſemblies of all the Electors together; too many 
of them being Split-Freehold Forty Shillings Meb-Electors; 
but each Pariſh with their Miniſter and chief Officers (as 
Page 7 propoſed) vote for Agents to elect for them; and the 
whole collected and ſcrutenized at the Quarter-Seſſions, and 
the Numbers of Members there ballotted for, if more, re- 
duced by the Bench of Juſtices, by the moſt Votes, to the 


Number pre-appointed in each County. 


P. Sir, your Scheme is now got into Utopia, How can 
you imagine it will ever be comply'd with by the Community, 
h wr 


—— —ͤ—e—— 


or that the wig will conſent to diveſt himſelf of a neceſſary 
Intereſt in the Houſe of Commons? OT TS 


- 


— 


E. Sir, you ſeem to grow impatient, pray hear me out, and 
chen approve, or diſapprove, as you think fit. 
As to the Community, the greater Part that are moſt 
wealthy, and have Reaſon on their Side, will eaſily overpower 
the leſſer and poorer Part, that againſt Reaſon and Equity, are 
no predominant, and lord it over the greater Part, when 
they ought to ſubmit to them, and may be forced to do it, 
without riotous Inſurrections; if the greater and wealthy Part 
will rouſe themſelves from ſtupid lethargic Indolence, and 
aſſert their Right, not by Foree of Arms, but by fair Pleading, 
and humble Repreſentations to his Majeſty. 


On the other Hand I am very ſenſible, that to leflen the King's 
Prerogative, ſo neceſſary to Government, and to deprive him of 
a requlfite Intereſt, and Influence, in the Houſe of Commons, 
is of dangerous Conſequence, both to the King and People : For 
there are ſo many young and unexperienced, and felF-conceited” 
wife ; and ſo few that well underſtand the true Arts and 
Rules, and Methods of Government, that a Houſe of Com- 
mons, as now elected, if they were without Coerſion, would 
turn Government into Anarchy and Confuſton, or into a head- 
leſs Democracy, as has been done; and we have ſeen a Houſe 
of Lords has not been able to controul it; or, if there was 
no Check npon the Houſe of Lords,. they might ſet up an 
uncontroulable Ariſtocracy, or a more tyrannical Oligarchy. 
As, on the other Hand, a King that is abſolutely, and entirely 
arbitrary and deſpotical, may ſoon become an uncontroulable 
Tyrant, and ruin, not only his Subjects, but himſelf too, as 
we ſee in Hiſtory many Tyrants have done, and fall'n a 

miſerable 


miſerable Sacrifice to their own lawleſs Tyranny. =--== Indeed 
a Tyrant can't act alone, or without Aſſiſtants to ſupport his 


( 16) 


Tyranny. But we find too many Men are of tyrannical 


Spirits, and like to have a Tyrant at their Head; as he muſt 


allow them to be Tyraniſts of every Rank, and not force them 
to ſubmit to Laws of Juſtice and Equity, but to permit their 


Oppreſſions of their Fellow-Subjects. And this is the true 


but ſecret evil Reaſon, why Tories cry up indefeaſible Right 


to Tyranny, contrary to God's Ordinance, and to the King's 


Safety, as well as deſtructive to all the People, that are not 
_ wolfiſh Tyrants, but peaceable Sheep, and Lovers of Equity. 


So that for the Safety and Happineſs of both King and 
People, a moderate Equilibrium is beſt; but yielding a ſuf- 


ficient Ponderation in the Ballance, on the Kings Part, for a 


Head can't ſtand without a potent Power to ſupport it. 


And as the King has the ſole Creation of the Houſe of 


Lords, allowing them reaſonable Honours and Priviledges, 


" and: reſerving ſome Reſtraints on their Power. So in a Houſe 


of Commons, elected free from Bribery and Perjury ; it would 
be abſolutely neceſſary, that the King ſhould nominate in his 


Writ, a Part of them, I will not preſume to fay a third, 
or how many of the Houſe of Commons, and the People 


chuſe the reſt, for I don't aſſume to diate, but humbly pro- 


pole. 
And in a Houſe. of Commons ſo modell'd, and choſe by 


| Balloting ; it would not be troubleſome, or any hindrance of 


Buſineſs, to ele& them every Year; but as it is now elected 


' ſeven Years is often enough But for Members to vote in the 
- Houſe by Balloting, as was mov'd for in Queen Anne's laſt Par- 


liament; may be of dangerous Conſequence But Balloting 


— 


In 
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in Electing Members, is the ſafeſt and only Way to prevent 
Bribery and Perjury; and to have a real and free Election; 
for it can't be free, when made by Bribery, or by Force of 
Superiors, on Penalty of Non-Submiſſion to them, as has been 
0615 much more: by that (wickedly) call'd the Country 
arty, than by the Court Influence : even to the great Weak- 
ning of many Eſtates and Purſes, and Ruin of their Poſte- 
rity, | 


And now to compleat my Propoſal; let us conſider that when 
40 FS. per Ann. was firſt made a Qualification to vote for a 
Country Member, of Parliament; it was equivalent to 40 /. 
per Ann. now; and it none had now a Right to vote, that 
had not 20 J. or 10 J. per Ann. Rents ; or Stock in Trade 100/. 
or 50 J. or probable Gain by handycraft Trade, equivalent to 
100 J. or 50 J. in Stock; it would prevent the infamous ſplitting. 
of Freeholds, to make them Freeholders; and be a reaſona- 
ble Exception to, or Rejection of all Votes, from the tumul- 
tuous Rabble, that pay nothing to the Support of Government, 
or that have ſmall Pariſh Dues paid for them, and Bribes gi- 
ven them by the Candidates, to gain their Votes; ſmall Pariſh. 
Payments alone, without paying ſome proportionate Rate of 
Aſſeſſinent, in national Taxes; does not ſeem to be a fit 
Qualification to vote for Members of Parliament. 


And there is a great Diſparity in many Boroughs, in the 
different Number and Qualifications of Voters.-—In ſome larger 
Boroughs, there are too few Electors, who are ſaid to ell 
the Borough to their own private Intereſt and corrupt Gain.--- 
And in ſome Boroughs there are too many Electors, of the 
Dregs of the People, that are rather a Burden, than a Support 
of the Government, and are the Cauſe of unlawful and dan- 


gerous Riots at Elections; which ought to be made in a 
E pæase- 
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peaceable Manner ; as beſt —— a wiſe and equitable | 
People. 


And as Buroughs are ſo a, and that eben don't 
fit, or vote in Parliament for Boroughs; but for the whole 


Kingdom.=—It i is far more rational and juſt, that all Members 


ſhould be choſe for the whole Kingdom, by ſuitable Num- 
bers in each County; proportionable to their Extent, and 
Payments, to the Support of the King and Kingdom, and 
none to be choſen for any particular Buroughs, for except every 

Town elected one or more Members, it is not equitable, 
that ſome ſhould and others not elect: Or if one in ſinall 


Towns, and (I repeat it as neceſſary) that more in large 
Towns, would make too great a Number of Members; and 


on all Accounts Elections for Countries only, is the moſt * 
litick and equitable Way of Election. | 


| Londin with Middleſex, and other large Tos with their 
reſpective Countries, ſhould ele& a Number of Repreſenta- 


tives, eee to their eee ts, to ſupport the m_ 
Charge. 

But no Man ſhould be elected. but for the 8 in 
which he is an Inhabitant; and his Qualifications well known 


to the Electors; who ſhould not be allow'd to chuſe Gen- 
tlemen whom * know not; nor from whence they come, 


as is now done. 


But all the Electors in each bh need not aſſemble to- 
gether in one Place. But as the Common Council in Len- 
don, nominate ſome to be choſe .by.the Aldermen for Lord 


Mayor, or as in Venice they nominate thro' every Claſs, from 


the loweſt to the higheſt Rank by Ballot, for the high Officers, 


to 


oo , 
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to be choſe by the great Council of the Republick.---So in 
England every Pariſh, may in a peaceable Aſſembly in the 
Church, nominate by Ballot; one or more Deputies, who as 
their Agents, ſhall in a County aſſembly of them, by Ballot, 
vote for ſo many Repreſentatives for the County, in Par- 
liament ; as is adequate to the County, in Proportion to other 
Counties, and determin'd by the Juſtices in Seſſions, as be- 
fore note And as to Numbers in the whole, as whe Houſe 
of Lords is increaſed, and as the Number of the Gentry and 
People are increaſed, ſo may the Number of Members be, 
proportionably increaſed with Moderation, and the whole be 
amicably carried on to make us (n to your Wiſh) 
ſafe, eaſy and happy. 


P. I have now heard you Sir, with Patience, and you have 
diſpelled moſt of my Doubts, but there is one thing yet that 
I can't but fear, and that is to make ſuch a Change as you 
propoſe, will cauſe a Rebellion, not to be put an End to, 
for how can you think that the great Number of Boroughs, 
will part with the Honours and Privileges, which they have 
ſo many Ages enjoy'd. 


E. I believe Sir your Fear of that will vaniſh 1 you will 
recollect what I have already faid, Page 9. And when you. 
conſider that former Kings have disfranchiz'd ſome Boroughs, 
and granted Charters to others, that were not Borough Towns 
before. And the wealthy Parts of the Nation will gyer-power ; 
the poor Boroughs, by fair pleading, without Tumult, or be 
well able to ſuppreſs Riots, | 


2 + 


And the Example of Scotland at the Union thew „ that the 
hege Method, and Manner of electing Members of Parlia- 
ment, was chans” d at once: And their Number alter'd 

bas without 
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without any Rebellion, or Diſturbance of the Peace; and 
why may not the ſame be done in England, and Ireland, and 
in all his Majeſty's Dominions with the ſame Safety. And 
it will undoubtedly tend to his Majeſty's Security, Honour 
and Glory, and to the great Reputation of the Kingdoms, 
and Provinces in his Dominions ; and to the common Wel- 
fare of all. | 


But as the Caſe now ſtands, the Root of our political Con- 
ſtitution in Elections, is very bad, and the Branches muſt 
needs be of the ſame evil Nature, and the Fruit of moſt 
pernicious Conſequence: And our Iniquity ſeems t{ be fo 
near full, that we may juſtly fear, we are on the Brink of 
Deſtruction, by our Enemies; as the Amorites were foretold 
to be deſtroy'd, Gen. xv. 16. or by God's immediate Ven- 
geance, as the Sodomites were, or as the Antidiluvian World 
was, Mat. vii. 15, to 19. | 


P. Sir, I am now more fully ſatisfy d in your Scheme, and 
will give my Vote to have the Experiment try'd; and I 
heartily wiſh it may have its full and happy Effect. 


E. Sir, I am very glad you have chang'd your Opinion, 
but I expect ſome Gentlemen will raiſe Objections to my 
Propofals,—as firſt----that if the King has the Nomination 
of any Members in the Houſe of Commons; none but thoſe 
will be taken into Places of Honour, "Truſt, and Profit, and 
the reſt will be for ever excluded. | 


But this will appear to be a meer imaginary Suggeſtion, - 
for as the King do's not perſonally know many Gentlemen, 
the King's Nomination may rather be faid to be his Ap- 
probation of ſome Gentlemen recommended to him, by _ 

Mts as neigh- 
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neighbouring Gemleined; and fo in Effect to be their Choice, 

vrho are better Judges of Men's Qualifications than Forty Shil-- 
ling Electors, and will be free from Bribery, Corruption and 
Perjury, — and be the ſame thing as Gentlemen in each 
County, now nominate ſeveral Gentlemen for High Sheriffs; 

three of whom are recommended by the Judges, to his Ma- 
jeſty; and he by the Advice of his- Council appoints one. 


And it would be as impolitic as partial, for the King to 
appoint. none in Places of Truſt, but thoſe that are of his 
Lift of Members. Gentlemen of Merit and due Qualifi- 
cations, will not be excluded, but readily receiv'd, as we 
ſee. by Experience, in the former, and in the preſent Reign ; 
and to which their being of ſy» Nantes has been no Ob- 
Jection or Obſtacle, 


1 perceive. another. Obſtacle. will 3 on Pretence that 
their Towns were made Boroughs, for ſome eminent Ser- 
vices, done by their Anceſtors, in oppoſing Invaſions, or in 
quelling Inſurrections, and Rebellions, which indeed ought 
to be well rewarded; but not in ſuch manner as to be the Cauſe 
of. greater future Evils, or to prejudice others Rights and Privi- 
leges. The Rewards ſhould eicher be perſonal and particular, 
Without Prejudice to others Rights, or to make it a Snare to 
their Deſcendants, in being bribed to ſell their Liberties and 
Properties at Elections for Members of Parliament. | 


And their Rewards ſhould be building and endowing them 
Churches, Chapels, Hoſpitals, Bridges or F Town-Halls, or large 
Market-Houſes, to, keep Market-People from Rain ; or Lands 
for. the Support of. their Magiſtracy and Town; and a Pillar, 
and an Inſcription on it, to perpetuate their good Acts to all 
Poſterity: To be an Inducement to others to do their Duty 
to the King and Kingdom; and not to make partial Elections, 


that ought. to be equal and common to the whole Ringdom. 
1 | And 


1 * 
„ 
. 
19 
* 


6229) 


To ſtate the Caſe impartially; if Anceſtors have de- 


ſervedly gain'd great Privileges to their Towns; do not their 


Deſcendants forfeit thoſe Privileges by Bribery and Perjury at 


Elections or other wiſe? 


Or if Towns have been disfranchiſed Fl Ancefiars Crimes, | 


ſhould all their Poſterity, tho' very good Subjects, ſuffer for 


it for-ever ? | 


God has decreed and declared, that one Law ſhould be to 
to all People. Exodus the xii. . 38. Verſe 49, 50. And the 
following Texts are a good and equitable Rule to all Ranks 
of Men in their eee Rl xi, 18, 19. Chap. 
xiüi. 6. Chap. xiv. 34, 35. Chap. xvi. 12. Chap. xx. 28. 
Chap. xxi. 21. Chap. xxv. 8 Tjaiah i. al, pra TY Chap. 
v., 15, 18. Chap. viii. 20. Chap. xi. 1 to 5, Chap. xxxii. 
I, 2. Verſe 15 to 18. Chap. xxxiii. 5, 6. Chap, xxxxv, 
13. Matt. xxiv. 43, 44. Luke xii. 39, 40. Chap. xiv. 31. 
I. Theſ. 5 to Verſe 9. Rom. xiii. x, to Verſe 7. 1 Pet. i. 
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P. I think you have bow. fully compleated your Scheme, 
by obviating all Objections that can be made. 251 


E. I hope ſo too Sir But there is one thing more want 
ing, not in the Legiſlature, but to be ſerviceable to them 
And that is a Board of Repreſentors conſiſting of ſome wealthy 
Farmers and Artifans, and Manufacturers, who ſee more into 
low Life than Gentlemen of great Eſtates can do, and they 
may have ſome convenient Place to aſſemble in, at the be- 
ginning of a Seſſions for three Weeks or a Month, to conſult 
together (as the Dublin Society does) and repreſent to the 
Board of Trade, ſuch Things as they think neceſſary and what 
the Board of Trade approves of, ſhould be offer d to the Con- 
ſideration of both Lords and Commons, for the King's Sanction. 


By 
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By theſe Repreſentors converſing together, both Culture 
and Manufattors may be improv'd, and things detrimental to 
both be obviated, or prevented, and there may be in each County, 

one Farmer, one Manufacturer, and one Artiſt, choſe and 
a daily Rate paid them, for the time that they are from home, 
to be paid out of the Treaſury or other ways And if upon 
Tryal they are found to be beneficial to the Nation, the 
Charge will be well anſwered, if not they may be diſcontinued. 


But I muſt obſerve that once when I was in Company with 


ſome Members; one af them a yea and no, to whom I was not 


known, was offended that I ſaid ſuch a Clauſe would be 


neceſſary in an Act then to be paſs'd-—-And he anſwered they 


knew well enough within Doors what to do, and they would 
not be taught without Doors--—I reply'd I did not preſume to 
inſtruct, but to inform and as a free Man Lhad a Right to ſpeak 


And indeed the many deficient Acts chat prove ineffeQual, or 


hurtful ; demonſtrate that Information is wanting, in what 


they can't know but iby Information from Men of Expe- 
rience.— But the Repreſentor's Repreſentations, ſhould be 
.confin'd to Culture and Trade, Roads, Bridges, Rivers and 
Fiſh, &c. And reftrain'd from offering at State Affairs. 


It may be as above objected, that this Project is needleſs. — 
becauſe Members may be informed of all:theſe:thingsat their own 
Houſes. But Experience ſhews, that being ſo inform'd, has 
always prov'd ineffectual, and ſo will ever be. Becauſe Men 
in Conſultation may, in Acts and Manufacture improve many 
Things, which ſingly cannot do, (as we ſee by the Dublin 
Society, and otherwiſe)---And Members in State · Offices have 
too much Bufineſs, to admit of ſuch Informations, as ard 
neceſſary tobe given on ſuch Heads, and ſuch Members as 


enter 
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* n * 1 n * * : 1 — — Eds God oe aaa a 
— r ͤ , ̃ LEED. eee > any Aw eos DP ——— — 


„ * 
. 0c neoty Mer an en 2 ELD hart 


plicite to many Readers, 


624) TO 

enter into Debates on ſtate Affairs, in Proſpect of Advange- 
ment by it, will not take Notice of them.---And Members 
that are paſſive, and only ſay yea, or no; if they hear what 


their Neighbours ſay, and can judge a little of the Caſe, they 


will not move in the Houſe of Commons for Bills, nor ſpeak 
to others to do it; of which I have known abundance of In- 
ſtances. And all our Books of Agriculture are defective, as 
being only adapted to a particular Climate, or Soil, in which 
the Author lived. And an Application to the whole King- 
dom being never made, with Reſpect to different Soils or 


Climates. 


P. I believe Sir, that you cannot, or need not, ſay more on 
this Subject. And as I perceive you have it all in your 
Thoughts and Memory, I with you would have it printed, to- 
wards the Diſſolution of the preſent Parliament. 


E. I had an Intention to print my Thoughts of it, before 
you and I had this Diſcourſe upon it: And when it is printed, 
I will moſt humbly offer it to the Conſideration of his Majeſty, 
and to the Lords and Gentry, and to all: the People: And F 


ſhall humbly ſubmit to their Deciſſion and Determination 


(who have Right and Power to determine in the Scheme) as a 


1 E A. UITATI U S.— 
VN. B. Had Philo- Anglus been living, I would not have 
printed this Scheme in a Dialogue, without his Conſent; but 
as my own Opinion, for tho he defired me to print it, he did not 
fay in Dialogue, and I did not mention it to him. But now. 
he is dead, I print it in that Form, as it can't injure his 


Memory, his Name being 6c and it will be more ex- 
3 DPLoD . „ 
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"WF THINK it not unneceſſary to ſubjoin the particular Numbers of Members 
of the Houle of Commons, choſen in each County, diſtingviſhing thoſe choſen 
for the Twelve Counties that have moſt Wool, and are the moſt er 

ſituated for a clandeſtine Trade to France, &c. that it may the more plainly appear how 

very neceſſary, as well as politic and juſt, it is to have an equitable Election in each 

County in England, as ſeems to be in Scotland and Wales, 


771 


my 


In the Twelve Counties as above. Bedfordſhire — — 1 
f Berks — ä — | 9 
Cornwall — —— 44 Buckinghamſhire — 14 
Devonſhire — — 26 Cambridgeſhire — — 6 
Somerſetſhire — — 18 Cheſhire — 4 
Dorſetſhire — — 20 Cumberland — — 6 
Wiltſhire — — — 34 Derbyſhire — — 4 
Hampſhire — 26 Durham County —— — 4 
Surry —— — 14 Gloſterſhire — — 8 
Suſſex — — 20% Herefordſhire — — 8 
Kent — — 216 Sp Hartfordſhire— — 6 
Cinque Ports included in thoſe 6 + Huntingtonſhire — — 4 
wo Counties — * Lancaſhire — — 14 
Eſſex — — 8 Leiceſterſhire — — 14 
Suffolk — — 6 Lincoinſhire — 12 
Norſoll!k men — 12 Middleſex 8 e 8 
| —— — Monmouthfhire — — 3 
Total 264 Northamptonſhire — 9 
THAT — Northumberland — 8 
In the other Counties as on the Nottinghamſhire — — 8 
other Side —— 225 Oxlordſhire— — 9 
| PA?! | — Rutlandſhire — — 2 
More in the Twelve Counties than wo Salo — 12 
All the reſt b 39 Staffordſhire ——— —— 10 
Fi 5 — Warwickſhire — — 6 
Which is a ſcandalous and pernicious Weſtmoreland — 4 
Partiality, and ought in Juſtice to be brought Worceſterſhire — — 9 
to a State of Equity, for the Safery and Yorkſhire — — 30 
Proſperity. of the Kingdom: For now ſome IP 1 — 
have all the Liberty and Property, and Carried to the other Side 225 
others none at all in Elections. VVUHÄÿt Mie — 
rr IO I ro * 7 : q 1 
The Total of Members in England, is — — 489 
3 5 „ — — O24 
| In all 658 
And may be inereas d to | = : 500 


—— ——— 
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2 thought, by the Union, Scotland was to have Sixty "wg 
bers in the Houſe of Commons; but Dr. Chamberlain 5 ane 


State of Great-Britain ſays, but Forty-Five. 


But why ſhould not all theThree united Nations have Mem- 
bers in Numbers proportioned to their Payments to the public 
Service, and the Disburſements neceſſary to each, which in- 
deed is vaſtly more in England, both in Payments and Diſe- 
burſements; and ſo in Equity, ſhould. have a far greater Num- 
ber of Repreſentatives in Parliament. | 


But now, after I have fully expos'd and . che per- 
nicious Iniquity of Bribery and Perjury in Elections, it is to be 
expected that a violent Oppoſition will be made, by thoſe 


Agents who are the Cats-paws, between corrupt Candidates 


and corrupted Electors; and get a great deal of Money by it, 


or have Places of Profit given for their wicked Reward: And 


theſe Wretches, as pernicious Incendiaries, will, every-where 
try to- blow up the Mob-Electors into a Flame, and inſtigate 
them to a furious Oppoſition, to prevent this equitable and 
ſalutary. Scheme from being brought into Practice, as in good 
Policy it ought to be, and may be done with Eaſe, if the 
greater. Number, and thoſe of moſt Conſideration, will be 


wiſe and juft to themſelves, and not ſuffer the Feet any longer 


to trample on the Body (of the Nation) to the Diſhonour 
and real-Detriment of the, Head, and the Confuſion and 


Damage of the whole Kingdom : By which Irregularity thoſe 


that ſhould be Maſters, are ous to nd that ought to be 
their Servants. 


* — — 


There is another Obſtacle, and, a peat Misfortune it is to 
the public Happineſs, that a great Number of Men are ſo 
ſupine and regardleſs of public Good, that. as long as they 


can fit * over their Pipe and Glaſs, or Pot, 8 will 
not 


| G 
not ſtir even to withſtand imminent Dangers to o the Kingdom. 
But ſure it is high Time to rouze from that indolent and 
ſtupid Lethargy, "that is too Epidemical in the Nation, when 
having a Priviledge call'd the Petition of Right — or Right of 
Property to petition, - they will not make Uſe of it. I. can't 
paſs over. my Remarks, on Mr Leverland's Offer of 1 5001/. 
to Cain, for their Election of a Candidate of his propoſing. 
He certainly made the Offer too open and unguarded, or not 
rightly apply d: Or elſe they had a larger Offer from another 
Hand, more {ſecretly and properly apply'd. | 


However, I remember, that in Queen Anne's laſt Parlia- 


ment, Mr. Ducket told me, he had all the Votes of the 
Town of Caln, except one or.two, beſides the Bailiff, who 
was: the returning Officer ; and return'd another Gentleman 
for their Member, and the Commons rejected his Petition, and 
declar d the other duly elected; on which he ſaid to me, that 
he told them, that none of them had any Right to ſit there, 


if he had not: And it was not for a ſmall Sum that the 


Bailiffe return'd the other Gentleman. 


I once ſaw at a Borough, on the Morning of Election, that 


one Candidate A. had twice the Number of the other B. but 
of the poorer Sort, when B. ſent to A. to defire the Election 
might be deferr'd till Afternoon, ſome of his Voters being 
out and not return d; which was with a diſpiſing Air, allow d 
of by A. And in the Afternoon B. had the Majority of Votes, 


by his Agent carrying a large Nn of Guineas t to diſtribute | 


at every Houſe. 


And the Wir. Independants, have only contriv'd a cloſer 
Way to gain the more by it, with leſs Trouble. 


There 
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There is one Thing more to be obſerv'd, as a neceſſary Sub- 
ſequent to equitable Elections ( vig.) that it was very ill Policy, 
as well as Partial and Unjuſt, to grant to ſome Parts of the 
Community, Rights, Properties, Privileges, and Powers, 
which the greater and better Part of the Commonwealth are 
not allow d. And as thoſe Privileges are made very ill uſe 
of, they are of very ill Conſequence, to thoſe on whom they 
are conferr'd, as well as to others that ſuffer by them. 


It is neceſſary indeed that large Towns ſhould have more 
Magiſtrates and ſome with greater Powers, than in the (mall 
Towns and Villages, and ſome to be Juſtices of the Peace. 
But the impolitick Uſe they generally make of their Powers, 
impoveriſhes the Towns by reſtraining uſeful Hands of Men 

from being Inhabitants, without paying a great Sum for their 
Freedom; which makes Houſes ſtand empty in ſuch Towns, 
and many fall down for Want of Inhabitants : Whilſt Towns 
that admit all uſeful Strangers to live with them freely, do 
daily increaſe in Numbers and Wealth. And all that 'Towns 
Corporate get for granting Freedoms, or by Elections, does 
not increaſe their Riches, but ſinks them into Poverty, by the 
Stagnation of Trade, whilſt free Towns daily increaſe in 
Numbers and Wealth. For Inſtance, Birmingham has now 
three Times more People, and ten Times more Trade and 
Wealth, than it had fifty Years agoe; and the ſame may be 
ſaid of Mancheſter, and Sheffield, and Sunderland, and ſome 
clothing Towns. And ſome Towns Corporate are ſo wile, 
as to encourage all uſeful Hands that will come to inhabit with 
them freely, and increaſe in Numbers and . Wealth by fo 
doing. | | | | | 


But generally their.narrow Conceptions of Things in Cor- 
porations, fixes them in a wrong Maxim, v/z. we will not 
let Foreigners (as they call all that are born out of their Li- 
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berties) come in to eat our Bread, and ſtarve our Children, 


when it is evident they ſtarve themſelves, and their Children, 
by, prohibiting: F e to live in their Towns; only 


a poor Mayor or Bailiff gets ſome Pounds to their own Pockets 


by it. But what they get in the Penny, they looſe in the 
Pound, or what they get in the Pound, they looſe per Cent. 


But the beſt Policy, is to have but one Law for all the Kingdom, 
as God commanded. Exodus xii. 49. Fa FN 


And as Towns corporate are poor by keeping out Strangers, 
and free Towns: grow rich by receiving them, to inhabit with 
them, it is the ſame with Reſpect to the whole Kingdom. 
The Aborigines in England were comparatively few and poor, 
and ſeem to be but one Degree from brute Animals, — till 
the Romans greatly increaſed them, and taught them to live 


like Men. They taught them Culture and Trade, and made 


Roads fit for Communication and Commerce. And the firſt 
Inhabitants were a Mixture of Phænicians and Græcians, and 
the Roman Army was compos'd of Men of all Nations, many 
of whom became ſettled Inhabitants in England; then the 
Sexons, Danes and Nermans ſucceſſively were Inhabatants. 


In Queen Elizabeth's Reign, the Walloons, brought the 


Woollen Manufactures into England, and great Numbers ſettled 


in Norwich, Norfolk, at Colebeſten at Canterbury, and 


other Parts; and many Thoufands' of French came to 


London, and other Parts of the Country, in the Reign of 
King Charles II. By all which England has gradually increas'd 
in Numbers and Wealth; and will continue to do ſo, if we 
are wiſe enough to admit of a general Naturalization, with 


reaſonable Exceptions and Limitation. We have ſpare Lands 
enough to receive them, and they will bring Hands ſufficient 


to cultivate them, and Mouths to eat the Product there- 
of. So. by increaſing our Numbers and Wealth, we ſhall 
creaſe Trade and Navigation: Which will enable us to pro- 
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. 
tet ourſelves from foreign Enemies, and prevent their En- 
croaching upon our foreign Territories, by making them more 
Populous, with Part of our naturaliz'd People, and in Part 
with home born Subjects. e 


And as we are a mix'd People, aggregated from all Parts of 
the World, what Pretence have we to exclude Foreigners 
from being naturaliz d, and becoming one People with us. 
When we receiv'd the Palatines, we had not previouſly pro- 
vided proper Settlements for them, which made them for 
ſome Time Burthenſome, and diſcourag'd others from coming 
to us. But ſome Good has accru'd from ſuch as ſettled in 
Ireland, and America, and if we had ſettled ſome of them in 
England it would have been better for ui. 


Great Part of the Forreſts, and Chaſes, would enrich the 
King and relieve the Civil Liſt, if they were turn'd into 
Farms. And if a good Price was given for all common 
Grounds, it would enable them to put their. Children to a 
better Sort of Living, than in a lazy employ of tending a 
Cow, or a few Sheep, as now is the unhappy Caſe of many 
People. p 3H 


And now after what I have humbly addreſs d and offer'd to 
Conſideration of all Eſtates in the Kingdom. ---- I can't fear 
the Diſpleaſure of any one in Juſtice. — And I hope 

the Time now approaching, may be made Uſe of to repair 
our broken Foundation, and to fix it upon a firm and impreg- 
nable Baſis, for the King, and all Subjects Happineſs, Since 
nothing but a Foundation fix'd on Juſtice and Equity, can re- 
trieve our primitive Compact, preſcrib'd by God, and fix us 
upon it to our Safety, and ſolid Security for ourſelves, and for 
al our future Poſterity, to the End of the World. | 


POSTSCRIPT. 
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IXNE thing more is neceſſary to compleat the whole Scheme, 
and that is, the Qualification of Members, as to their natural 


Capacity, fit Age, knowledge of public Affairs, and due Experience. 


Sanhedrim Elders, Senate, Witengemoor, and Parliament are ſy- 
nonimous Terms, ſor a Grand Council of a Kingdom, compos'd of 
grave Aldermen, of good natural Capacities, Knowledge, and Ex- 
perience in public Affairs, and not under Forty Years of Age, when. 


their Thoughts are taken off all youthful Vices, Sports and Games, and 


are fix d upon Ways and Means to increaſe and eſtabliſh the public 
Proſperity, in which every Man's true Intereſt is concern'd and ſe- 
cur'd; and ſuch only are fit to conſult in making good Laws, and 
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of correcting or abrogating bad ones. 


_ How then can it be conſiſtent with the Honour and good Policy | 


of a Kingdom, or with the Dignity of a Senate, or of Patriot Se- 
niors, to admit of ignorant jejune Pupils, to Vote with them in mak- 
ing Laws, before they know how to obey the Laws, and before they 
have well learn'd how to manage their Horſes, . Dogs, Hawks, and 
Fiſhing Tackle, on which all their Thoughts are fix d in public, or on 
other too faſhionable juvenile Gaieties not ſo innocent. 


It is not agreeable to the Wiſdom and Honour of a Kingdom, to 


have ſuch for Senators, nor to God's Ordinance, Deut. i. 13. Chuſe 
vou Men that are known to you, to be Wiſe and Underſtanding, as 
the only way to have equitable and good Laws made: Chap. iv. 8. 
And the ſad Effects of having young and ignorant. Novices im- 
power 9. is ſenſibly felt, and is deſcribed . in Ja. iii. 1. to 5. as 
being Oppreſſors of the People, — either thro? Pride and Wanton- 
neſs, or want of Skill and good Policy. +. 78 5 PTY 
Of too great a Number of ſuch Men, the Parliamentum Inſanum at 
Oxford, the rath of Hey. III. and the Parli amentum Iudoctum at 


1 


Coventry, 6th of Hen. IV. ſeem to have been. 


And how ſhould it be otherwiſe, if Boroughs are ſ affered to chuſe 


Men that they never ſaw, nor heard of, till they come or ſend Money 
to bribe them to betray and divide the United Intereſt of both King 
and Country, to the Damage, Inſecurity, and Intranquility of both? 
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And as to young 3 it ſeems to me, that one that . a 
$00 q natural Capacity, apd is ſenſible of his want of ſufficient Know 

ge and Experience to be a Senator, would not like to appear in a 
Senate, till he is by Years duly qualifiy'd for it; and that no one 
but an empty Self. conceited Princock, that Years can never make a 
good Senator, would offer to be a Member of, or appear in it. 

Gentlemen are not admitted to plead in Law Cauſes, till after 
Seven Years Study in the Law ; why then be admitted to make 
Laws, till they have been allow'd many Years to be (ſome at once) in 
a proper Place, (as the Gallery at St. S epbens) at fit Times, to 
ſee, and hear, and learn in Silence, what a Senator ought to know, 
before they are admitted to be Senators, and to ſpeak 1 in the Senate, 
or can tell to what to ſay, yea or no. 
It does not appear that any Clergyman is admitted to be a Mem- 
de of the Cenvocation, (the Spiritual Senate) till they are of fit 
Years and Experience, to be Dignitaries in the Church ; and why 
have the Laity the Dignity. of a Member of the Lay Senate, till 
fo qualify'd by Years, Knowledge and Experience. A Senator of 
Venice muſt be Forty Years old, why of twenty One here? I wilt 
now conclude with repeating Philo- Anglus's Quere, O! when wilt 
England be Safe, Eafy, and Happy?“ And with Equitatius's Anfwer, 

„When we are all of us Wiſe and Honeft.” 

Lord Burleighs Maxim, That England can never be undone but 
by a Parliament, was almoſt verify d in the endleſs Parliament begun 
1641, but ſunk into Oblivion, in which were many honeſt Men, 
bur they were over-powered by a few deſigning Knaves, join'd with. 
many young Members that were their Dupes, and voted in every 
Thing, as they dictated to them; as will ever be the Caſe if allow'd. 
to fit in the Senate. 

They may ſee, hear, and en, but not de allow'd to vote till 


they are Veterans: in good 2 227 
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